
Phonics in EYFS and KS1 at 
West Kirby Primary School

Monday 6th October



Aims of the Meeting …

• To explain what phonics is

• To explain how phonics is taught at West Kirby 
Primary School

• To help you support your child at home 



26 letters

44 sounds 

Over 100 ways to spell 
those sounds.

Did You Know the English language has …

It is one of the most complex languages to learn to read 
and spell.



Why Teach Phonics?

• Phonics, taught in a systematic synthetic way, is 
key to teach children become fluent readers. 

• Children learn to hear and recognise sounds in 
words and spell them correctly. 

• This assists with their confidence, accuracy and 
fluency. 



Phonics vocabulary …

Your child will learn to use the term …

phoneme

Phonemes are sounds that can be heard in words

E.g. p-a-n



Phonics vocabulary …

Your child will learn to use the term …

grapheme

This is how a phoneme is written down 

(what you can see)



Phonics vocabulary …

Your child will learn to use the term …

blending

Children need to hear the separate sounds then blends 
them together to make the whole word

E.g. c-o-t = cot



Phonics vocabulary …

Your child will learn to use the term …

segmenting

Children need to hear every sound that is in the 
whole word

E.g. dog = d-o-g



Tricky words 
(also called common exception words) …

These are words that cannot be 
blended or segmented because they are 

irregular.

For example …

the was  you  said  come



How is Phonics 
taught at West 
Kirby Primary 

School?



Reading Planet Rocket Phonics is 
the scheme we use to teach 

Phonics.
Phonics is 

taught from F1.



In F1, the children 
will… 

Explore:

• Environmental sounds

• Instrumental sounds

• body percussion

• rhythm and rhyme

• alliteration

• oral blending and segmenting



In F2, the children 
will learn … 



In Year 1, the 
children will learn …



In Year 2, the 
children will learn … 



• In the daily Phonics lessons, your

    child will …

• Learn to recognise, identify, say and read the 
44 sounds of the English language along with 
writing and spelling them. 

• They will revisit sounds they have learned, 
learn new sounds, and apply their reading, 
writing and spelling skills.

• Contribute to comprehension quizzes to check 
for understanding. 



Some of the resources 
used to support the 

teaching of Phonics …

Flashcards …



Some of the resources 
used to support the 

teaching of Phonics …

Interactive 
big books …



Some of the resources 
used to support the 

teaching of Phonics …

Pupil practice 
booklets …



Some of the resources 
used to support the 

teaching of Phonics …

Frieze and 
sound mats …



The Rising Stars 
reading books used to 
support the scheme are 
all fully decodable. This 

helps to develop 
confidence and fluency, 
as well as consolidating 
what the children have 
learnt in their phonics 

lessons.



Reading Books …

Each week, the children will be 
given a reading book from our 
scheme Rising Stars. This reading 
book will be fully decodable so will 
only have words that the children 
should be able to read.

In Summer 2, F1 children will be 
given a lilac reading book, in 
preparation for F2. 



Have a look at the 
information and 

suggested 
activities in the 

front and back of 
the book. 

They are really 
useful!



Reading in EYFS and Key Stage 1…

• We would like children to read for 10 minutes per 
day. All children should talk to an adult about what 
they are reading at least five times a week.

• Please encourage your child to read as wide a variety 
of books as possible – they need to develop their 
reading skills across a wide range of genres and text 
types.

• Your child will have a school library book. They will 
change their library book every week. This is to share 
together.

• All school book bags must be in school every day. 
Please ensure that your child’s Reading Record book is 
filled in each time they read at home. 



In your child’s 
reading record 
book, please 
complete:
• Date 
• Page read to 
• Short 

comment

Our reading record books also 
include support for children and 
parents with phonics, spellings and 
reading.



Phonics Keyrings …
• In the next few weeks, Year 1 and some Year 2 

children will be given a phonics keyring.

• This will have the graphemes that the children 
have been learning. 

• Please work through the keyrings with your 
child to develop their understanding. 

• The keyrings will have graphemes added and 
removed when necessary. 

• Please keep the keyrings in your child's book 
bag. 



Busy Things

We are excited to let you know that over the next few 
weeks we will be introducing a fantastic new online 
learning platform called Busy Things. This will 
provide fun, engaging activities to support your child’s 
learning at home. To begin with, we will be setting 
assignments in Phonics, which the children can access 
and complete using their own individual log-ins. These 
log-in details will be securely glued into your child’s 
reading record book for easy access. We will share 
further information and guidance once the platform is 
fully up and running, but in the meantime we are 
looking forward to seeing how Busy Things helps to 
make learning at home both enjoyable and effective.



Further information about Rocket Phonics and the 
Reading books can be found on our school website.



Thank you for attending 
this meeting and hope 

you found 
it useful.

If you have any further questions or queries, please email ..

 

Mrs Catt at EYFS@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk 

or 

Mrs Hughes at ks1@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk

mailto:EYFS@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:ks1@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
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