
Multiplication Times Table Check 
(MTC)

Tuesday 24th March 2026

Welcome to the MTC meeting. 



As we talk through the information tonight, we welcome your 
questions. 
However, to make it easier to be able answer your questions, 
please can we ask you to use the Chat Box facility, for general 
questions.

Miss Raraty will be monitoring the Chat box and will try where 
ever possible, to locate the specific information to allow us to be 
able to answer your questions at the end of the presentation.

For any specific, more personal questions regarding your child 
and MTC, please could you email them in to the LKS2 email 
address and we will aim to reply within the next couple of days, 
to discuss individual concerns.

 Asking and Answering Questions



Objectives…

• To find out what the Multiplication Times 
Table Check involves.

• To understand what this means for your child.

• To know how to best support your child.



Background

• Fast recall of times tables equips children to 
achieve well in mathematics.

• The Multiplication Times Table Check (MTC) is for 
Year 4 pupils across all schools in England to 
promote ‘rapid recall’.

• The check is compulsory for all schools.

• It will take place between Monday 1st June and 
Friday 12th June.



 The check aims to support pupils to master multiplication 
skills, which are essential for future success in mathematics 

 Another purpose is to identify pupils who require additional 
support with this.

 Flexibility to administer it 1:1 or in small groups.

 Results will be available within the MTC system, for schools 
before sharing with parents and children in the Summer 
report. 



Other information

• Children are expected to score 25/25.

• Children will not have to re-sit the check.

• However, they will need to work hard to catch up,
as not being able to recall their times tables will be
detrimental to their progress.



Why?

‘Automatic memorisation of times tables frees up 
working memory to be used on other tasks.’ 
(Hunt & Ellis 1999)



What are the national expectations? 

 Pupils should be able to choose and use 
efficient calculation methods for addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division.

 They must also have automatic recall of a 
core set of multiplicative and additive facts 
to enable them to focus on learning new 
concepts



Structured sessions are taught in school: 

They are regular and routine.

Counting stick work 

Chant–rolling numbers, songs etc

 Flashcard work –SPECIFIC 



Lessons also include:

 Understand the effect of 1x and 0x –automatic 

 Make connections –doubling

 Apply –Arithmetic questions, games etc (within 
lessons)

 Inverse and derived facts



I left the park a little late, 12 x 4 = 
48

I ate and ate until I was sick on the 
floor, 8 x 8 = 64

Rhymes to Remember!



Much of mathematics is built upon a good 
understanding of multiplication and division and 
recall of the tables
 
Understanding is required alongside recall –
flexibility, efficiency and accuracy
 
‘Where a child has not yet remembered the 
necessary facts or understood their connections to 
each other enough, they often end up using what 
becomes an inefficient ‘counting up from 0’ 
strategy to figure them out.’



Set practice challenges –‘Do now’, recall 
tasks, tables grids



 Number - multiplication and division – Year 2 NC Expectations

Pupils should be taught to: 

 recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 
multiplication tables, including recognising odd and even 
numbers 

  calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and 
division within the multiplication tables and write them using the 
multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals (=) signs 

 show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any 
order (commutative) and division of one number by another 
cannot 

 solve problems involving multiplication and division, using 
materials, arrays, repeated addition, mental methods, and 
multiplication and division facts, including problems in contexts.



 Number - multiplication and division – Year 3 NC 
Expectations

Pupils should be taught to:

• recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 
3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables

• write and calculate mathematical statements for 
multiplication and division using the multiplication 
tables that they know, including for two-digit numbers 
times one-digit numbers, using mental and 
progressing to formal written methods

• solve problems, including missing number problems, 
involving multiplication and division.



National Curriculum expectations

• Year 4 children need to be fluent in all times tables
up to 12 x 12.

• Pupils in Year 5, Year 6 and beyond are expected to
be able to rapidly recall times table facts to solve
complex problems.



About theMTC…

• The check will take place online and will take
less than 5 minutes per pupil to complete.

• Each child will be expected to answer 25 questions in
this time.

• There is a 6 second timer for each question.

• There will be a 3 second pause between each question.

• All questions will be presented in the same format

e.g. 3 x 8 = 9 x 7 =



Types of questions…

• There will be no questions from the 1
times table.

• Questions from the 2, 5 and 10 times
tables are least likely to be asked.

• There will always be questions from the 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 12 times tables
in each test.

• The 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 times tables are
more likely to be asked than the 2, 3, 4, 
5, 10 or 11 multiplication tables.



About the questions…

• 6 x 3 is classed as 6, three times. Therefore 6 x 3 would 
fall within the 6 times tables.

• These eleven facts (and their reverses) are more likely to
appear than others.

• It is vital that children are able to recall any
multiplication fact instantly and can do so ‘out of
sequence’ (i.e. 6 x 7 without having count in 6’s from
0).



Answering the questions

• As mentioned, children will have 6 seconds from the
time the question appears on screen to input their
answer. This means children must be able to read,
recall and enter their response within 6 seconds.

• Whatever is in their answer box at the end of this
time will be counted as their answer.              e.g. if the 
answer is 72 and they only input 7 within the time. 7 
will be counted as their answer.

• Children will use iPads to complete the check.



Preparing for the MTC

• Children have been practising their times tables all 
year.

• TT Rock Stars is one example of practising for the 
MTC.

• There is a ‘try it out’ area for children to become 
familiar with the style of the times table check,
which they will access before the actual MTC.

• This area is called the OUMTC – the Officially 
Unofficial MTC

• The next window of opportunity will be between 
27th April to 15th May.



TT Rock Stars also provide each pupil with a heat map. This shows 
the times tables questions that a pupil has not answered correctly or 
highlights any tables to focus their practise on. Continuous rehearsal 
of recall of facts that they are secure on, will not increase the level of 
knowledge. 



How to practice

• Repetition, repetition, repetition

• Retrieval practice (self-testing)

• Little and often

• Focus on the unknown facts

• Make it fun

• Increase speed of recall

• Practice computer skills needed for the check



Instant recall

Ideally, your child will now know all of their 
times table facts and be able to recall them 
quickly.

Over the next 10 weeks, we would like your help
to increase this speed of recall to make it 
‘instant’ and to practise the computer skills 
needed for the check.

If there are some times table facts still to 
learn, here are some of the best ways to 
master them.



View and read aloud

1. Seeing the multiples often 
is an important first stage.

2. Reciting in order.

3. Recalling out of order.

4. Increasing speed.

5. Focus on unknown facts, 
not the known.If this stage is tricky, 

try missing numbers.



Identify and practise the unknown facts.
Ignoring all of the 1x facts, there are 66 others.



Fit it in everywhere

1. Walking up / down the 
stairs.

2. On the way to school.

3. After dinner, before 
leaving the table.



Pattern spotting



Games

1 – 12 written on cards

Cards start face down on the
table.

As they turn over the card, they
multiply that number by their
chosen times table.

Try to beat their best time.

Can also be used to master 
unknown facts.



Moving

• Skipping

• Handclapping

• Balancing

• Keeping up a balloon
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Multiplication Tables Check - Mathsframe

Hit the Button - Quick fire
maths practise for 6-11 year 
olds (topmarks.co.uk)

Times Tables (urbrainy.com)

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check?msclkid=74daa70ecf1811ec84b52db012633fea
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https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check?msclkid=74daa70ecf1811ec84b52db012633fea
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button?msclkid=962441cbcf1811ec86eabaff5aebc7a4
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https://urbrainy.com/mtc/test


If times tables are a real challenge…



Specific arrangements for eligible 
children:

• Colour contrast;

• Front size adjustment;

• ‘Next’ button (alternative to 3-second pause);

• Removing on-screen number pad;

• An adult to input answers;

• Audio version;

• Audible time alert.



For further information please take time 
to follow the link above.  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/multiplication-tables-check-
information-for-parents:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents
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Thank you for attending today

If you have any questions, please ask.

Or you could email 

LKS2@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk

mailto:LKS2@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
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