
West Kirby Primary School            Welcome to Wirral – Geography Focus                        Years 1 & 2                             
Geography Skills In this unit …. Vocabulary  dozen 

 

We need to be 
able to 
remember which 
way is left and 

which way is right.  
Do you know which hand you 
write with? 

 
 

The first four 
compass points 
we will learn 
about are 
North, South, 
East and West. 

Rhymes can help us to remember – 
Naughty Elephants Squirt Water.  

 
 

 
We will then 
look at the four 
remaining 
compass points 

that are in between North, South, 
East and West.  
 
 

We will recap on the four 
countries of the United 
Kingdom and the 
surrounding seas.  
 
We will learn that we live in 
the Northwest of England on 
the Wirral Peninsula.  

 
We will use maps to see that 
Liverpool and Wales are either side 
of the Wirral Peninsula.  
 
We will use an atlas to look at the 
Wirral in more detail.  
 

 
We will learn how to read simple maps, and locate 
places on a local map. We will create a key for the 
places on the map.  
 
We will recognsie simple 
map symbols. 
 
 

We will examine aerial 
photographs of a variety of 
places (rural and urban) to see 
what human and physical 
geographical feature  

 
 
We will create a map of the local area. 

compass 
An instrument for showing direction. A typical compass 
has a moving magnetic needle that points north. 

map 
A map is a drawing of all or part of the Earth’s surface. 
Maps show us features like rivers, lakes, forest, 
buildings and roads.  

atlas 
An atlas is a book that we can look at, which has a 
collection of maps in so that we can see and learn more 
about places.  

directional 
language  

Directional language helps us to explain to people – 
near, far, left, right.  

Human 
features 

Human features of the Earth are changes people have 
made to the land e.g. buildings, bridges, tunnels, roads 
and monuments.  

Physical 
features  

Physical features of the Earth are those that are 
naturally created e.g. mountains, rivers, oceans and 
deserts. 

peninsula  
A body of land surrounded by water on three sides is 
called a peninsula.  

aerial 
photograph 

This is the name of a photo taken from the air/sky so 
that we can see the human and physical features.  

OS Map 
symbols  

Maps often use symbols or colours to show different 
things on the map. A map usually has a key to explain 
what they mean.  

Geography  
Geography is a Science, which tells us more about the 
Earth’s surface. People who study Geography are called 
Geographers.  

rural 

An area where there are no towns or cities. Rural 
areas are often called the countryside. Quiet 
areas.  

urban 
A place where most people live and work – busy 
areas.  

Prior Learning… 

EYFS 
Draw information from a simple map. 
Recognise some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries 
Year 1 
Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting 
environments. 
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observations, discussion and maps. 

 

Left  
right  


