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1st May 2026
Dear Parents & Carers,

It has been a busy and productive week in school with lots of fantastic learning
taking place across all year groups.

This week, we welcomed John Tomlinson, a Senior School Advisor from Wirral Local
Authority, who spent time visiting lessons and speaking with both staff and pupils. He
was extremely complimentary about WKPS and was particularly impressed by the
calm, respectful behaviour of the children and the positive relationships evident
throughout the school. He also highlighted the children’s excellent attitudes to
learning, noting their enthusiasm, focus and pride in their work, alongside the high
quality of work in pupils’ books and the consistency of teaching and learning seen in
each classroom.

| would also like to extend thanks to a group of our School Governors who were in
school on Monday to speak with John Tomlinson and support this visit. It was a
wonderful opportunity to showcase our school.

Choir

On Thursday 23" April, our KS2 Choir took part in the Wirral Schools Music
Competition. | am extremely proud to share that they were awarded 15! Place. A
huge well done to WKPS Choir and to Mrs Coombes who has enabled the children
to reach this achievement. As a result of 15t Place, the choir have been invited to the
final, which will take place on Saturday 4% July at Chester Cathedral.

Staffing

| am pleased to share that Miss Turnbull welcomed a baby boy on 16™ April 2026
weighing 8lb 80z. Both Miss Turnbull and baby Harvey are doing well, and we look
forward to them visiting school.

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to Mr O’ Rourke, who will be leaving our
school at the end of the summer term (July 2026). Over the past nine years, he has
worked with all of our children and has played a huge role in developing their love of
sport, positive attitudes, and strong skills. | know that one of the main aspects that
Mr O’Rourke really enjoys about his role at WKPS is seeing the development of the
children in PE from F1 through to Year 6! Mr O’Rourke has been incredibly
successful in his Sports Coach role at our school, and this has led to a fantastic new
career opportunity, which he will begin in September 2026. While we are very sad to
see him go, we are also very proud of him and wish him every success in this



exciting next step. As we begin the recruitment process, we know that the successful
candidate will have big shoes to fill. We have shared this news with the children
today, and with 10 weeks still to go, we will make sure Mr O’Rourke leaves WKPS
with many lasting memories.

Year 6

Well done to our Year 6 pupils who have completed Mock SAT Assessment papers
this week. We have aimed to mirror the environment and experience that they will
face during their National Curriculum Assessments.

Year 6 Assessments will take place over fours days — Monday 15" May, Tuesday
16" May, Wednesday 17t May and Thursday 18" May. We ask that all Year 6
children are in school (on time) on these days. The assessments are statutory with
specific regulations in place. It is therefore vital that we adhere to all of the set dates
and timings as outlined by The Department for Education.

We recognise that these assessments only provide a snap shot of each child, and
we know that all of our Year 6 children have many different skills and talents that the
Year 6 SATs don’t necessarily reflect. All we ask is that the children give 100% over
the 4 days — we know you can do it Year 6!

Swimming
Due to the closure of The Concourse this time last year, we were unable to take
WKPS children swimming. | am pleased to share that Year 5 and Year 6 will be going
swimming in the second half of the summer term (June). All swimming sessions will
take place at The Concourse.
More information will be shared, but key dates are as follows;

e Monday 8™ June — Friday 12t June: Class 6

e Monday 15" June — Friday 19" June: Class 5/6

e Monday 22" June — Friday 26" June: Class 5

Sun Safety
As the warmer weather begins to set in, please help us keep the children protected

during the school day.

Please ensure that your child brings a refillable water bottle, a cap (preferably one
that covers the back of their neck), and a bottle of sun cream into school. Please
label the sun cream clearly so that it can then be kept in school and children can
apply it or reapply it when needed.

During Healthy Week (week commencing 21st May), we will be exploring sun safety
and raising awareness to encourage children to stay safe in the sun, in line with our
Sun Safety and Awareness Policy.

Online Safety
Please take some time to read our May Online Safety Newsletter, which has also
been shared with you today.




Healthy Eating

We have recently updated our Healthy Eating and Healthy Lunchbox Policy. | would
like to take this opportunity to raise your awareness to this as there are some
amendments and new guidance.

Firstly, from September 2026 we kindly request that sweets or treats are not brought
into school for children’s birthdays. This is in line with our commitment to healthy
eating and to help keep all children safe in relation to allergies. This change will not
take effect until September 2026 to allow children/families who may already have
plans this year to still do so. Please note there is absolutely no expectation for
children to bring anything into school, but | am aware that children do. As previously
shared, if families do choose to do so (between now and July 2026) we kindly ask
this is kept to a simple option of individually wrapped Haribo sweets, as this best
accommodates the majority of allergies in school.

Following advice and guidance from our external catering consultancy firm, we have
made some changes to the WKPS school menu. In response to increasing
information highlighting that processed meats (in particular ham) are not beneficial
for health, we have removed ham products from our WKPS school menu. We have
also reduced the amount of other processed meats on offer. These changes are part
of our ongoing commitment to promoting healthier eating choices for all pupils.

In addition, as part of a government initiative, fruit is provided to school each day for
children in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2. The fruit varies from satsumas, bananas,
apples, carrot, raisins, pepper etc. However, unfortunately, WKPS has no control
over what is delivered to school — it is an opt in or opt out service. Due to the Food
Standard guidelines and guidance from our external catering consultancy team, we
are unable to allow children age 5 or under (this is children in EYFS and Year 1) the
following items — whole carrots, whole apples or raisins. Therefore, on some days it
is possible that there will be no fruit available for children in Year 1 and Year 2. They
are very welcome to bring a healthy snack into school, if they wish to.

More information can be found within our Healthy Eating and Healthy Lunchbox
Policy West Kirby Primary School - Policies There have been quite a few recent
changes to advice and guidance around food and eating. Please bear with us as we
navigate through the expectations that schools are expected to adhere to.

WAVES Holiday Club

Launching this May Half Term.... we are really pleased
to introduce WKPS WAVES Holiday Club, offering a
safe and enjoyable place for children during the school
holidays.

WAVES Holiday Club will provide a range of activities
including games, crafts and themed sessions, giving
WKPS children the chance to stay active, try new
things and spend time with friends.

WKPS WAVES is designed to support families with
reliable holiday provision while ensuring children have a positive and engaging
experience. For May half term, this will operate on Tuesday 26" May, Wednesday
27" May and Thursday 28" May. WAVES Holiday Club will operate with WKPS
staff, providing children with familiar faces. Book now on Arbor — places are limited. If
you have any questions, please ask at The School Office.
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https://www.westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk/web/policies/17414

Parent/Carer Survey — Please complete
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PARENT/CARER
SURVEY!

EI Your feedback helps us create the
- I best community environment.

@ Look out for an email with a link to
~<] the survey.

Parent/Carer Experience Survey ¢
will be open from Monday 20th ~¢
April 2026 until Friday 8th May 2026

A CASTRUM edurio

Our Parent/Carer Survey is live. We warmly encourage all Parents and Carers to take
part. The survey is facilitated by an external provider (Edurio), and all responses are
completely anonymous. Once the survey closes, the overall results and outcomes will
be shared with school.

This will provide a valuable opportunity to celebrate what is going well and identify
areas where we can continue to improve. Please can we strongly encourage all
Parents/Carers to complete the survey.

Please use this link to access the survey
edurio.com/poll/QSMxAs



http://edurio.com/poll/QSMxAs

Carers Fair — Do you know anyone?
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As part of our ongoing efforts to provide enriching experiences

for our pupils, we are excited to announce that we will be hosting
a Careers Fair for Year 5 and Year 6.

We would like expose our pupils to a wide range of career paths
and inspire them to explore various possibilities for their future,
particularly green careers.

To make this event a success, we are reaching out to the local
community for assistance. We believe that your diverse
backgrounds, experiences, and expertise can greatly contribute to
the success of our Careers Fair. Whether you are a zoologist,
doctor, engineer, artist, entrepreneur, or work in any other
profession, your participation can make a significant impact on
our children.

THURSDAY 4TH JUNE 2026 CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP
:O0PM-3:15PM

[

Click this link to sign up - Careers Fair - Year 5/6



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=SHmnQ85YJ0CNZBH5th5U8paIHeGS9OJPjkXs6Yv9yH9UNFUxMkNaNlFMOTBVSzRGM0g1V1JYMU9HVC4u&route=shorturl

EYFS Reading Event — Next Tuesday

SHARE A
STORY

Tuesday 5th
May

EYFS

2.40 - 3.10pm

Our Share-a-Story
sessions aim to
encourage and support
Reading for Pleasure
opportunites for families.
Come along and share
stories with your child in

our outdoor area!

Sign up to these sessions via the Forms link emailed out from the school office.



Year 1 Reading Event : Tuesday 12t May

SHARE A
STORYC

May

Yearl
2:40 - 3:10pm

Our Share-a-Story *,
sessions aim to :
encourage and support
Reading for Pleasure
opportunites for families.
Come along and share
stories with your child in
our outdoor area!

Sign up to these sessions via the Forms link emailed out from the school office



Wellbeing Event : Friday 15t May

Children and Parents/Carers are warmly welcome to attend at 8:30am - 9:00am.

There is no charge for this event.
e Positive thoughts to start the day
e Mindfulness activities
e Healthy Treats
e Reading area

We look forward to seeing you at the event. Just turn up on the day.
All children must be accompanied by an adult.

MEALTH
WARENESS WELLBEING
s EVENT FOR FAMILIES




Mental Health Awareness Week

Monday 11" May — Sunday 17t May 2026 is Mental Health
Awareness Week.

ACTION
‘This Mental Health Awareness Week we’re asking people to join us in R ACanee s o
taking action to support good mental health. Even small actions can help AL AL

us feel hopeful and less powerless. And while our individual actions matter,
when we come together, we are even more powerful.’ (Mental Health
Awareness Week 2026 Website.)

0 come wearing their own
ore than welcome!



Rock Kidz
On Friday 22" May Rock Kidz are back at WKPS
Come to school dressed as a Rock Star and be ready for a fun filled day!

PRESENTS

RIEICKKIDZ2

FRIDAY 22"° MAY 2026




Local Event
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Free bike check

our bike serviced for free at

Come and gety
ng and information session:

our bike servici

ice of your bike by Bikeright

Merseyside Police
he council’s Road Safety
s including a free cycle map

A free serv
Bike marking by
Information from t

Team and resource
Advice and resources for cycling

When: 9 May 2026, 10am - 2pm

Where: West Kirby Concourse
Grange Road, West Kirby

Wirral CcH48 4HX

To guarantee a bike service, please scan the
QR code or visit DrBikeWKC.eventbrite.co.uk
OFinC

$XWI BIKE
RRAL RIGHT ol



Making Contact

If any Parents/Carers have any questions, thoughts, queries or concerns please
contact us via the School Office or the Key Stage email address. We do encourage
you to contact school as early as possible to address a small concern before it turns
into a more complex issue. We will always do our best to resolve what you share
with us, or seek further external information/guidance.

Phase Phase Leader Phase Email address
EYFS Mrs Catt eyfs@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
KS1 Mrs Hughes ks1@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
LKS2 Mrs McCann lks2@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
UKS2 Mrs McCann uks2@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
School Office schooloffice@westkirby-primary.wirral.sch.uk

A polite reminder about our email protocol, which states ‘we do not expect our staff to read or
respond to emails outside of their working hours. We will endeavour to respond to your
email, if appropriate, within 48 hours of receipt from the first working day.’ In addition, we
appreciate your understanding that during particularly busy periods this may not be

possible.

Key Dates E'A ﬂ £ a
Upcoming dates...
o 2026 is the National Year of Reading FOR YOUR DIARY

e Monday 4" May: Bank Holiday — School Closed

o Tuesday 5" May: EYFS Share a Story (2:40pm)

« Wednesday 6" May: KS1 Seasonal Walk (am)

o Thursday 7" May: KS1 & LKS2 David Attenborough Workshop

« Friday 8" May: David Attenborough’s 100" Birthday

« Monday 11" — Thursday 14" May: Year 6 National Curriculum Assessments
(SAT’s)

« Monday 11" May — Sunday 17t May: Mental Health Awareness Week

o Tuesday 12" May: Year 1 Share a Story (2:40pm)

o Friday 15" May: Family Wellbeing Morning Event (8:30am — 9:00am)

« Friday 15" May: Year 6 Bowling Event (am)

« Friday 15" May: Non-Uniform Day (£1 donations via Arbor)

« Monday 18" May — Friday 22"4 May: Healthy Week

o Tuesday 19" May: KS2 Sports Morning (am)

o Tuesday 19" May: EYFS & KS1 Sports Afternoon (pm)

« Wednesday 20" May: Bounce Beyond (Trampolining)

o Thursday 215t May: Bounce Beyond (Trampolining)

o Friday 22" May: Rock Kidz — Come to School dressed as a Rock Star


mailto:eyfs@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:ks1@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:lks2@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:uks2@westkirbyprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:schooloffice@westkirby-primary.wirral.sch.uk

Friday 22" May — school closes for May half term at 3:20pm, expect for WAVES
which closes at 5:45pm

We have a long weekend this week, with Bank Holiday Monday on 4" May. Have a
lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all next week. Let’'s hope we have
some good weather over the long weekend.

Regards,

Mrs E Bailey
(Headteacher)



